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Pope John Paul II has been a revolutionary 

in the world of religion. He has been a spiritual 
leader to over one billion Catholic Christians 
around the globe. He has served as an inspi-
ration to millions of American Catholics and 
non-Catholics alike. 

Pope John Paul II has led the charge to 
unify not only diverse sects of Christianity, but 
also to bridge the gaps between all respected 
religious peoples throughout the world. 

Over the years, Pope John Paul II has trav-
eled the world as a ‘‘warrior of peace.’’ His 
tireless effort to bring people together of dif-
ferent faiths has demonstrated to the rest of 
the world the wonderful possibilities of the 
good that can and will prevail when people of 
diverse, sometimes seemingly bipolar back-
grounds begin to listen to one another too 
long. 

From the United States to developing na-
tions, Pope John Paul II has traversed the 
globe with a message of hope and freedom as 
our New Economy’s prosperity continues to 
beat down the plight of poverty. 

Pope John Paul II should be commended 
for his work in promoting democracy and for 
the demise of communism throughout Europe. 
Being such an outspoken leader in the battle 
of good versus evil enabled Pope John Paul 
II to play a critical role in the debate which 
lead to the fall of the Berlin Wall. Time and 
time again, Pope John Paul II spoke up and 
defended liberty and justice wherever totali-
tarian regimes have arisen. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for bring-
ing consideration of this legislation to the 
House Floor. Pope John Paul II is a deserving 
recipient of this special award, as he has been 
a leader in promoting peace and democracy 
throughout the world. With that said, I am priv-
ileged to join my colleagues in support of 
awarding Pope John Paul II the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BARRETT of Nebraska). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LEACH) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 3544, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on 
H.R. 3544. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 

VETERANS AND DEPENDENTS 
MILLENNIUM EDUCATION ACT 

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 1402) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to enhance programs pro-
viding education benefits for veterans, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1402

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS; 

REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED 
STATES CODE. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Veterans and Dependents Millennium 
Education Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents; ref-

erences to title 38, United 
States Code. 

Sec. 2. Increase in rates of basic educational 
assistance under Montgomery 
GI Bill. 

Sec. 3. Additional opportunity for certain 
VEAP participants to enroll in 
basic educational assistance 
under Montgomery GI Bill. 

Sec. 4. Increase in rates of survivors and de-
pendents educational assist-
ance. 

Sec. 5. Adjusted effective date for award of 
survivors’ and dependents’ edu-
cational assistance. 

Sec. 6. Revision of educational assistance 
interval payment requirements. 

Sec. 7. Availability of education benefits for 
payment for licensing or cer-
tification tests. 

Sec. 8. Extension of certain temporary au-
thorities. 

Sec. 9. Codification of recurring provisions 
in annual Department of Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations 
Acts. 

Sec. 10. Preservation of certain reporting re-
quirements.

(c) REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED STATES 
CODE.—Except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided, whenever in this Act an amendment 
or repeal is expressed in terms of an amend-
ment to, or repeal of, a section or other pro-
vision, the reference shall be considered to 
be made to a section or other provision of 
title 38, United States Code. 
SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF BASIC EDU-

CATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER 
MONTGOMERY GI BILL. 

(a) ACTIVE DUTY EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE.—(1) Section 3015 is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘$528’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$720’’; and 

(B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘$429’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$585’’. 

(2) The amendments made by paragraph (1) 
shall take effect on October 1, 2002, and shall 
apply with respect to educational assistance 
allowances paid for months after September 
2002. 

(3) In the case of an educational assistance 
allowance paid for a month after September 
2000, and before October 2002 under section 
3015 of such title—

(A) subsection (a)(1) of such section shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘$600’’ for ‘‘$528’’; 
and 

(B) subsection (b)(1) of such section shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘$487’’ for ‘‘$429’’. 

(b) CPI ADJUSTMENT.—No adjustment in 
rates of educational assistance shall be made 
under section 3015(g) of title 38, United 
States Code, for fiscal years 2001 and 2003. 
SEC. 3. ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR CERTAIN 

VEAP PARTICIPANTS TO ENROLL IN 
BASIC EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE 
UNDER MONTGOMERY GI BILL. 

(a) SPECIAL ENROLLMENT PERIOD.—Section 
3018C is amended by adding at the end the 
following new subsection: 

‘‘(e)(1) A qualified individual (described in 
paragraph (2)) may make an irrevocable elec-
tion under this subsection, during the one-
year period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this subsection, to become enti-
tled to basic educational assistance under 
this chapter. Such an election shall be made 
in the same manner as elections made under 
subsection (a)(5). 

‘‘(2) A qualified individual referred to in 
paragraph (1) is an individual who meets the 
following requirements: 

‘‘(A) The individual was a participant in 
the educational benefits program under 
chapter 32 of this title on or before October 
9, 1996. 

‘‘(B) The individual has continuously 
served on active duty since October 9, 1996 
(excluding the periods referred to in section 
3202(1)(C) of this title), through at least 
April, 1, 2000. 

‘‘(C) The individual meets the require-
ments of subsection (a)(3). 

‘‘(D) The individual is discharged or re-
leased from active duty with an honorable 
discharge. 

‘‘(3)(A) Subject to succeeding provisions of 
this paragraph, with respect to a qualified 
individual who makes an election under 
paragraph (1) to become entitled to basic 
education assistance under this chapter—

‘‘(i) the basic pay of the qualified indi-
vidual shall be reduced (in a manner deter-
mined by the Secretary concerned) until the 
total amount by which such basic pay is re-
duced is $2,700; and 

‘‘(ii) to the extent that basic pay is not so 
reduced before the qualified individual’s dis-
charge or release from active duty as speci-
fied in subsection (a)(4), at the election of 
the qualified individual—

‘‘(I) the Secretary concerned shall collect 
from the qualified individual, or 

‘‘(II) the Secretary concerned shall reduce 
the retired or retainer pay of the qualified 
individual by, 
an amount equal to the difference between 
$2,700 and the total amount of reductions 
under clause (i), which shall be paid into the 
Treasury of the United States as miscella-
neous receipts. 

‘‘(B)(i) The Secretary concerned shall pro-
vide for an 18-month period, beginning on the 
date the qualified individual makes an elec-
tion under paragraph (1), for the qualified in-
dividual to pay that Secretary the amount 
due under subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) Nothing in clause (i) shall be con-
strued as modifying the period of eligibility 
for and entitlement to basic education as-
sistance under this chapter applicable under 
section 3031 of this title. 

‘‘(C) The provisions of subsection (c) shall 
apply to individuals making elections under 
this subsection in the same manner as they 
applied to individuals making elections 
under subsection (a)(5). 

‘‘(4) With respect to qualified individuals 
referred to in paragraph (3)(A)(ii), no amount 
of educational assistance allowance under 
this chapter shall be paid to the qualified in-
dividual until the earlier of the date on 
which—
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